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Forest degradation and illegality =
2 interconnected but different 
problems:
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• Forest resources depletion
• Reduction (in the medium-long term) of 

a source of income for forest managers 
and wood traders 

• Reduction in State financial resources 
from taxation

• Low prices
• Increased 
resources 
accessibility

Increased demand for 
illegal products

Unfair condition of competition 

Short-term 
sources of 

income
(both for poor 
people and for 
speculators)

2002 
Total sample 835 
Public works/construction 46% 
Arms and defence 38% 
Oil and gas 21% 
Banking and finance 15% 
Real estate/property 11% 
Pharmaceuticals/medical care 10% 
Power generation/transmission 10% 
Telecoms 9% 
IT 6% 
Forestry 5% 
Mining 5% 
Transportation/storage 5% 
Heavy manufacturing 4% 
Agriculture 3% 
Fishery 3% 
Civilian aerospace 2% 
Light manufacturing 1% http://www.transparency.org

• social stability of 
local communities

• capitals for illegal 
investments

• corruptive culture 
in state-
citizens 
relationships

• … 

(Source: S.Baffoni)





• Visibility of traded wood

• Phisical concentration along few trade channels
(roads and habours)








